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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5, 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Janrett (US 5,735,701 ) in view of Pham (US 6,081 ,41 9). 

Jarrett discloses a power supply (5) for an electrical appliance (40), comprising: a 
connector/interface (12, as shown in Fig.1) for receiving an electrical member (20), and 
the power supply can be removed from the electrical appliance for installation or 
servicing purposes; and an insertion protection device (14) for preventing insertion of 
the electrical plug into the female connector when the power supply is not installed in a 
correct location (e.g. when 18 is aligned with 32) of the electrical appliance. 

However, Jarrett does not disclose specifies whether the connector (12) and the 
electrical member (20) are female or male, respectively. Pham teaches a power supply 
(18) for an electrical appliance (10) comprising a female connector (36) on the power 
supply for receiving an electrical plug (48). This interface structure reduces the risk of 
tampering during storage or transportation of the power supply. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
nnade to form the power supply of Jarrett with a female connector for receiving an 
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electrical plug, as taught by Pham, to reduce the risk of tampering during storage or 
transportation of the power supply. 

Regarding claim 2, Jarrett discloses the power supply further comprising a 
mounting rack (see following figure), and the insertion protection device is a slide 
(please note that element 14 slides between the positions shown in Fig.2 and 4) 
disposed in the mounting rack. 




Regarding claim 3, Jarrett discloses the slide at least partially covering the 
connector (12) when the slide is in a locked state (as shown in Fig.2). 

Regarding claim 4, Jarrett discloses a spring (22) acting on the slide for pushing 
the slide into a locking position (as shown in Fig.2), in which the connector (12) is at 
least partially covered by the slide. 

Regarding claim 5, Jarrett discloses that the slide can be moved from the locking 
position only by applying force to the spring at two different positions (i.e. the two ends 
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of the spring). Please note that in order for the slide to be moved a tension force must 
be applied to the spring by the slide and a counteracting tension force Is applied at the 
end in which the spring is attached to the housing. 

Regarding claim 8, Jarrett discloses the insertion protection device preventing 
removal of the power supply from the electrical appliance when the electrical plug is 
inserted in the connector (col. 3 lines 46-50). 

Regarding claim 9, Jan-ett discloses the power supply being use in a computer 
system (col.3 lines 13-14). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6 and 7 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art fails to teach or suggest the slide being automatically release from 
the locking position by an insertion process, in combination with the remaining 
limitations of the claims. Jarrett discloses that the slide is manually moved and there is 
no teaching or motivation to release the slide automatically by the insertion process. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Tonozuka (US 6,439,917) discloses a power supply with a 
protection device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Felix O. Figueroa whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-2003. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri., 10:00am-6:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext. 33. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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